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The rejoicing in Paris was scarcely less enthusiastic
or apparently less sincere than in London. " The news
of the surrender of Sluys," wrote Aerssens, " is received
with so much joy by small and great that one would
have said it was their own exploit. His Majesty has
made such demonstrations in his actions and discourse
that he has not only been advised by his council to
dissemble in the matter, but has undergone reproaches
from the pope's nuncius of having made a league with
your Mightinesses to the prejudice of the King of Spain.
His Majesty wishes your Mightinesses prosperity with
all his heart, yea so that he would rather lose his right
arm than see your Mightinesses in danger. Be assured
that he means roundly, and we should pray God for
his long life; for I don't see that we can expect any-
thing from these regions after his death."19

It was ere long to be seen, however, roundly as the
king meant it, that the republic was to come into grave
peril without causing him to lose his right arm, or
even to wag his finger, save in reproach of their
Mightinesses.

The republic, being thus left to fight its battles alone,
girded its loins anew for the conflict. During the
remainder of the year 1604, however, there were no
military operations of consequence. Both belligerents
needed a brief repose. The siege of Ostend had not
been a siege. It was a long pitched battle between
the new system and the old, between absolutism and
the spirit of religious, political, and mercantile freedom,
Absolutism had gained the lists on which the long duel
had been fought, but the republic had meantime ex-
changed that war-blasted spot for a valuable and
commodious position. It was certainly an advantage,
as hostilities were necessarily to have continued some-
where during all that period, that all the bloodshed
and desolation had been concentrated upon one insigni-
ficant locality, and one more contiguous to the enemy's
possessions than to those of the united States. It was
very doubtful, however, whether all that money and
blood might not have been expended in some other
tnanner more beneficial to the cause of the archdukes,

w Van der iveniR u 453.

Toiu rv.